
The Ethnographic Collection of Rare Artifacts of the Duke Friedrich Paul Wilhelm of Wurttemberg 

In the Mergentheim castle by Kilian Klann 

From the family history book of Eduard Morike we know that Eduard Morike visited the natural history 

collection in the Mergentheim castle on the 22nd of May in 1846 for the cost of 12 Kreuzern. The 
possibility that a collection of studies from a Duke was available to interested visitors was extraordinary 
during those times and tells of the "enlightened" mentality of the Duke. The possibility of visiting such 

an important collection was available even after the death of Duke Paul Wilhelm up until the family 
was dissolved in 1867. The administrator of the Museum was the taxidermist Burchartz. 

The sketch from Eduard Morike of the natural history specimens in the family history book gives a small 

glimpse of the Duke's collection. There is a picture of a room with an open bookshelf which holds jars of 
preserved items, a stuffed crocodile is fastened vertically to a wall next to a window and in the middle of 
the room is a stuffed snake winding around a pole. The man figure with coat and cylinder may perhaps 
be Morike himself. Additional writings from Morike, which explain this visit or give more detail into his 

studies are not known by me. 

The natural history collection was located in the second floor of the castle, in the wing where the red 
hall is located today, and in the rooms of the third floor, which today hold the story of the German 

Order of the Middle Ages. The collection of rarities encompassed a total of twenty rooms. 

There is a description of the ethnographic collection of the Duke, which was published three years 
before Morike's visit by the priest from Wachbach and friend of Eduard Morike, Ottmar F.H. Schonhuth: 

... and hurrying to visit the beautiful collection, which his majesty the Duke has 
displayed in the vast halls of the castle, which is open to all foreigners and 
locals of noble readiness from the natural history collection we go to the 

ethnographic collection. 

Similar items are surely not found in Germany. All weapons and hunting 
objects of North American people: battle clubs, axes, shields, bows and 
quivers of different kinds, even scalp knives in various forms hang there; also 

clothes of the natives, the decorated clothes of a chief and of normal men, 
from the headwear to handmade shoes; all utensils and tools, which were 
used in daily life, especially the peace pipes, many items which were rare 
possessions of travelers, especially the trophy items, located in hair of enemy 
scalps which were attached to tools and clothes. Especially interesting is the 

jewelry of scalps which still had earlobes attached. 

We are mesmerized how a single collector was able to amass so many rare 
and precious items in only two visits with the north American tribes. In one of 

the halls on the second floor there is the interesting collection of North Africa, 
especially of remarkable Egyptian items, all items which the Duke collected on 

his last visit to the Orient and North Africa. 

Schonhuth's description proofs that he appreciated the worth of the zoologic, botanic and ethnographic 

collections even back then. It is thought that Duke Paul Wilhelm was in Mergentheim at the time of 

Morike's visit, as he did not travel anywhere during that year. Duke Paul Wilhelm amassed his vast 

collection during his travels. 



H e  v i s i t ed  Amer i ca  f ou r  t imes .  H i s  f i r s t  v i s i t  t o  Nor th  Amer i ca  was  f rom Oc tobe r  o f  1822  un t i l  Feb rua ry  
o f  1824 .  We  can  ge t  a  comp le t e  p i c tu r e  o f  t h i s  j ou rney  f rom h i s  t r ave l  d i a ry .  Tha t  i s  a l so  an  exce l l e n t  

sou rce  o f  h i s  a c qu i s i t i ons ,  b a r t e r s  and  e thnog raph i c  p r e sen t s  g iven  t o  h im .  H i s  j ou rney  t ook  h im  f rom 

New Or l eans ,  w i th  a  s i de  t r i p  t o  Cuba ,  up  t he  Mis s i s s i pp i  r i ve r  t o  S t .  Lou i s  t h e n  on  t he  Mis sou r i  r i ve r  t o  
Fo r t  A tk in son ,  wh ich  t oday  i s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  Neb ra ska ,  t h e  no r th e rn  mos t  spo t  o f  h i s  j ou rney .  W e  can  

on ly  a pp r ox ima te  h i s  o t he r  j ou rneys  f rom va r i ous  doc ume n t s  a s  h i s  t r ave l  d i a r i e s  we re  neve r  pub l i s he d  
d u r i n g  h i s  l i f e t i m e  o r  a f t e r  h i s  d ea t h .  A l so ,  h i s  o r i g ina l  manusc r i p t  i s  t hough t  t o  be  m i s s ing .  The  t r ave l  

d i a ry  o f  h i s  f i r s t  j ou rney  t o  N or th  A mer i ca  was  on ly  pub l i she d  fou r  yea r s  a f t e r  t he  end  o f  h i s  s econd  
j ou rney .  F rom i t  one  can  on ly  pa r t i a l l y  r e cons t r uc t  de t a i l s  o f  h i s  s e c ond  j o u rn ey  t o  Nor t h  Amer i ca  wh ich  

was  f rom 18 29  t o  1831 .  

The re  a r e  18  documen t s  in  t h e  Mis sou r i  h i s t o r i c a l  soc i e ty  a r ch iv e s  i n  S t .  Lo u i s ,  Mi s sou r i .  They  con t a in  
t he  l e t t e r s  o f  t he  Duke  and  o f  s eve r a l  e mp l oyees  o f  t h e  Amer i can  Fu r  Compa ny  a long  w i th  b i l l s  f r om t he  

company  t o  t he  Duke .  Impor t an t  d a t e s  we re  ab l e  be  e s t a b l i s he d  f rom the se  documen t s .  The  j ou rney  
t o o k  t he  Duke  t o  t he  uppe r  Mis sou r i  r i ve r ,  wh i ch  t oday  i s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  Mon ta na ,  t o  t he  ou t f l ows  o f  t he  
R o ck y  Moun ta in s  and  t he  t h r ee  sp r i ngs  o f  t he  Mis sou r i  r i ve r .  Thus ,  t h a t  m akes  h im  t he  s econd  exp lo r e r  

i n  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t he  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a f t e r  t h e  Lewi s  and  C la rk  Exped i t i on  f r om 1804  t o  1806 .  The  
e t hnog ra ph i c  i t ems  co l l e c t ed  du r ing  t h i s  j o u rn ey  a r e  some  o f  t he  r a r e s t  and  f i r s t  i t em s  found  wo r ldwide .  

H e  unde r took  va r i ous  s c i en t i f i c  r e s ea r ch  s t ud i e s  du r ing  h i s  j o u rn ey  and  in  t h i s  co r r e l a t i on  va r i ous  

an ima l s  and  p l an t s  we re  ab l e  t o  be  sc i en t i f i c a l l y  de t e rmined  and  co l l e c t ed .  

A  bea r  p aw  ob t a ined  on  t he  24 t h  o f  Ju ly  by  t he  Duke  i s  l i s t e d  among  o t he r  i t ems  o n  a  b i l l  d a t ed  Augus t  1 s t  

o f  1830  f rom t he  Amer i can  Fu r  Company  o f  Fo r t  Un ion .  A t  t ha t  t i me  Fo r t  Un ion ,  a t  t he  j unc t i on  o f  t h e  

Y e l l ow s t one  and  Mis sou r i  r i ve r s ,  was  t he  b i gges t  and  fu r t he s t  wes t  t r ade  pos t  o f  t h e  Amer i can  Fu r  
Company .  I t  w as  r e c ons t r uc t e d  f i f t e en  yea r s  ago  and  r ecogn i zed  Duke  Pau l  W i l he lm  a s  t he  f i r s t  

Eu ropean  exp lo r e r  i n  t h e  Nor thwes t  Te r r i t o ry .  

In  Oc tobe r  o f  1839 ,  t he  Duke  t r ave l ed  t o  Nor t h  Af r i c a ,  i n c lud ing  Egyp t ,  E th iop i a  and  t he  Sudan .  The  
c os t s  o f  t h e se  t r i p s  and  t he  po l i t i c a l  r evo lu t i ons  i n  1848  a lmos t  bank rup t ed  t he  Duke .  Tha t  was  
p r e ve n t e d  on ly  w i th  he lp  o f  K ing  Wi lhe lm  t he  F i r s t  o f  Wu r t t emb e rg .  Duke  P au l  Wi lhe lm  wen t  on  s eve ra l  
t r i p s  a round  t he  g lobe  f ro m 1849  -  1 8 5 6  even  unde r  t he  impre s s ion  o f  l o s ing  h i s  en t i r e  f o r t une .  I t  was  
t hough t  he  wan t ed  t o  f l e e .  One  ge t s  a n  im pr e s s ion  f rom sev e r a l  l e t t e r s  f r om tha t  t i me  t ha t  t he  Duke  
w as  s e r i ous  abou t  l e av ing  Eu rope  fo r e ve r  t o  go  li ve  n ea r  h i s  da ugh t e r s  Lou i s e  J age r  and  Pau l i ne  De rmuh l  

i n  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s .  On  h i s  t h i rd  t r i p  t o  Nor th  Amer i ca ,  h e  wen t  t o  wes t  Tex as ,  New Mex ico  and  
Ca l i f o rn i a  t h en  back  t o  New Or l eans  and  up  t he  Mis s i s s i pp i  r i ve r .  The  Ge rman  t r ave l  w r i t e r  and  f i c t i on  

au t ho r  Ba ldu in  Mo l lhausen  accompan i ed  t he  Duke  on  pa r t  o f  t h i s  t r i p .  

The  D uke ' s  j ou r ney  t o  Aus t r a l i a  was  i n t e r rup t ed  fo r  e i g h t  mon ths  fo r  an  add i t i ona l  t r i p  t o  Nor t h  
Ame r i ca .  He  v i s i t ed  t he  c i t i e s  o f  New Y ork ,  New Or l eans  and  C inc inna t i .  A f t e r  r e t u rn ing  t o  A u s t r a l i a ,  t h e  

Duke  v i s i t ed  Braz i l ,  U ruguay ,  Ch i l e ,  Pe ru  and  t he  Land  o f  F i r e  o n  h i s  way  hom e .  He  a ga i n  t r av e l ed  t o  
N or th  Amer i c a  t o  Texas  a l l  t h e  way  t o  Canada  be fo r e  r e tu rn ing  t o  Eu rope  in  1856 .  

The  s t a r t i ng  po in t  o f  t he  r e sea r ch  o f  t he  whe reabou t s  o f  t he  e thnog r aph i c  co l l e c t i b l e s  f r om Nor th  

Amer i ca  w as  a  h i s t o r i c a l  l i s t  l o c a t e d  in  t h e  E t hnog r a ph i c  Museum in  B e r l i n :  'E thnog r aph i c  Co l l ec t i on  
f r om h i s  Ma je s ty  t he  Du k e  Pau l  von  Wur t e m be rg ' .  Unfo r tuna t e ly ,  one  canno t  de t ec t  f r om the  l i s t ,  
wh i ch  was  p r i n t ed  by  Augus t  K ran ab ack e r  i n  Zwe ib rucken ,  i f  i t  was  c r e a t e d  by  t he  Duke  d u r i n g  h i s  
l i f e t ime  o r  by  t he  t h i rd  a f t e r  t he  Duke ' s  d ea th .  The  r ea son  t ha t  t h i s  l i s t  was  p r i n t ed  can  on ly  be  
p r e sumed .  Pe rhaps  t he  l i s t  was  g iven  a s  a  s a l e s  c a t a log  t o  v i s i t o r s  o f  t he  co l l e c t i o n  a t  t h e  ca s t l e .  Bu t ,  
p e rh ap s  i t  was  on ly  c r ea t ed  in  1866  f rom the  Duke ' s  r e co rds  a s  a  s a l e s  c a t a log  fo r  h i s  c o l l e c t i on  ( a f t e r  h i s  

dea th ) .  



The  l i s t  con t a i n s  3 0 7  e n t r i e s  o f  wh ich  128  i t ems  a r e  I nd i a n  a r t i f a c t s  f r om Nor t h  Amer i ca .  Unfo r tuna t e ly ,  
t h e  i t em  desc r i p t i ons  a r e  o n ly  pa r t i a l l y  l i s t e d  w i th  de t a i l s .  Reco rds ,  wh ich  wou ld  show f rom  wh ich  o f  t h e  

D uke ' s  j ou r neys  t he  i t ems  we re  co l l e c t ed ,  a r e  mi s s i ng .  

The  o the r  181  en t r i e s  i nc lude  t he  Duke ' s  p e r s o n a l  t r ave l  i t ems  a long  w i th  na tu r a l  h i s t o ry  spec imens ,  d i r t  

s amp le s  and  e thnog raph i c  i t ems  f rom Sou th  Amer i ca ,  Af r i c a ,  I nd i a ,  As i a  and  New Zea l and .  

In  1867 ,  t h e  'Mu seu m  o f  K ings '  i n  B e r l i n  ob t a ine d  30  ob j ec t s  o f  t h e  Duke  Pa u l  Wi lhe lm  c o l l e c t i on  f r om 
Leopo ld  Me tz l e r  f r om Sobe rnhe im .  Me tz l e r  was  p robab ly  t he  agen t  o f  t he  d i s so lu t i on  o f  t h e  co l l e c t i on  

o f  t h e  decea sed  Duke  by  o rde r  o f  t he  Duke ' s  son ,  Duke  Ma x i m i l i a n  o f  Wu r t t emb e rg .  21  o f  t he  3 0  
ob j ec t s  c ame  f rom Nor th  Am er i ca .  Ex cep t  f o r  one  p i e c e  o f  ha i r  j ewe l ry  ( roa c h ) ,  a l l  ob j ec t s  we re  kep t  i n  

t h e  Museum  o f  E thno logy  in  Be r l i n .  

S ince  t he  'Museum o f  K ings '  i n  B e r l i n  on ly  ob t a ine d  a  sma l l  pa r t  o f  t h e  co l l e c t i on ,  o t he r  ob j ec t s  we re  

so ld  t o  t r ade smen  in  and  a round  Hamburg .  The  cu ra to r  o f  t h e  Br i t i sh  Museum in  London ,  Augus tu s  

Wo o la s to n  F ranks ,  bough t  21  i t ems  f rom the se  t r ade smen  and  gave  t he  i t ems  t o  t he  museum in  1869 .  
One  o f  t he se  ob j ec t s  was  an  i mp o r t an t  pea c e  p ipe ,  wh ich  Cap t a in  Wi l l i am  C la rk  ob t a ined  200  yea r s  ago  

d u r i n g  t he  Lewi s  a nd  C la rk  Exped i t i on .  C l a rk  ga ve  t he  pe a c e  p ipe  t o  Duke  Pa u l  Wi lhe lm  in  S t .  Lou i s  i n  
1823 .  The  t h i rd  and  b igges t  pa r t  o f  t h e  Du k e ' s  c o l l e c t i on  o f  Ind i an  a r t i f a c t s  f r om Nor th  Amer i ca  was  

ob t a ined  by  t he  W u r t t em be rg  c lub  o f  geog raph i c  t r ade  and  p ro mo t io n  o f  Ge rman  in t e r e s t s  ab road  f rom 
the  L inden - Museum in  S tu t t ga r t .  The  a r t i f a c t s  we re  g iven  t o  t he  L inden -Museum in  Sep t embe r  o f  1900 ,  
by  t he  D u ch es s  He rmin e  o f  Wur t t embe rg ,  t he  w idowed  daugh t e r - i n - l aw  o f  Duke  Pau l  W i lh e lm ,  w i th  t he  

he lp  o f  Ea r l  Ka r l  o f  L inden .  

In  1918 ,  t he  L inden -Museum bough t  an  add i t i ona l  19  i t ems  f rom the  Duke ' s  co l l e c t i on  f r om the  P r ivy  
Counc i l l o r  Lud w i g  L oe w  o f  S igmar ingen .  I t  co n t a in ed  a  bag  made  f rom sea  o t t e r  sk in ,  w h i c h  was  a l so  
f r om t he  Lewi s  and  C la rk  Ex p ed i t i o n .  I t  i s  no  know how the  P r ivy  C ounc i l l o r  Lu d wig  Loew ob t a ine d  t he se  

i t ems  f rom t he  Duke ' s  co l l e c t i on .  

The  L inden -Museum in  S tu t t ga r t  pos se s s ed  a  t o t a l  o f  101  i t ems  o f  wh ich  5 6  we re  ab l e  t o  be  de t e rmined .  

Of  t ha t  i nve n to ry  45  a r rows  o f  t h e  bow a nd  a r row  c o l l e c t i on  we re  coun t ed  s epa r a t e ly  and  we re  no t  

i nc luded  in  t h e  l i s t  o f  t h e  Duke ' s  co l l e c t i o n  o f  i t ems .  A  powde r  ho rn ,  a  l a s so ,  a  wh ip  and  a  bow a r e  

p r e sum ed  mi s s i ng .  

Tw o  i t e ms  o f  t h e  Duke ' s  co l l e c t i on  we re  found  in  t h e  co l l e c t i on  o f  t h e  Kar l  May  Museum in  Radebeu l .  I t  
i s  no t  known  how the  co l l e c to r  Pa t t y  F rank  ob t a ine d  t he se  a r t i f a c t s .  A  pa i r  o f  l egg ings  o f  t h e  O t o  I n d i a n s  

have  s i nce  been  exchanged  o r  so ld  by  t he  Kar l  May  Museum v ia  t h e  co l l e c to r  Ar thu r  Speye r  t o  t he  

E thno log i ca l  Mu seu m  in  F r e i bu r g .  

Ano the r  impor t an t  p i e c e  o f  my  r e sea r ch  was  a  hand  wr i t t en  de sc r i p t i on  a long  w i th  penc i l  d r awi ngs  o f  
s eve ra l  Nor t h  Amer i can  a r t i f a c t s  f r om t he  Duke ' s  co l l e c t i on  a t  t he  L inden -Museum be fo re  t he  c o l l e c t i on  
was  d i s so lved .  An  add i t i ona l  61  a r t i f a c t s  we re  ab l e  t o  be  i d en t i f i ed  by  compa r ing  t he se  de sc r i p t i ons  and  

d r awings  w i th  t he  de t a i l  o f  t h e  l i s t  o f  Duke  Pau l  W i lhe lm .  O ne  o f  t h e  i t ems  was  t he  bea r  pa w  men t ione d  
ea r l i e r  t h a t  was  ob t a ined  by  t he  Duke  in  Fo r t  Un i on .  Wha t  h ap p en ed  t o  t h i s  i n t e r e s t i ng  i t em  though  i s  

s t i l l  a  mys t e ry .  

Due  t o  much  r e sea r ch ,  100  Nor th  Amer i can  a r t i f a c t s  we re  ab l e  t o  be  i d en t i f i ed .  A  comp le t e  c l a r i f i c a t i on  

i s  no t  ye t  a va i l ab l e  f o r  67  i t ems  on  t he  l i s t .  

D r .  Mon ika  F i r l a  and  D r .  He rman  Fo rk l  o f  t h e  L in d en -Mu seu m  in  S tu t t ga r t  h av e  worked  on  a  l i s t  o f  

s c i en t i f i c  co l l e c t i b l e s  f r om A f r i ca .  In  t h e  Du k e ' s  l i s t  t h e r e  a r e  72  number s  w i th  ob j ec t s  f r om tha t  

con t i nen t .  



In the Linden-Museum in Stuttgart, eight items were able to be identified but one shield is missing. In 

the Ethnology Museum in Berlin, three of the eight items were able to be proven. 

The whereabouts of the natural historical collection of Duke Paul Wilhelm has not been scientifically 

researched even though there was an inventory from 1849 in the main state archives in Stuttgart. In 

1857, about 8,000 - 10,000 preserved bird skins from the west coast of North, Central and South 

America went from the 'Duke Depository' in Bremen to the Natural History Club in Bremen which now 

belongs to the Overseas Museum in Bremen. After 1890, the Zoological Institute of the Tubingen 

University took possession of a great part of the natural history collection. In 1937, most items of this 

collection went to the Natural History Collection of Stuttgart which today is the Natural History 

Museum. Additional items of the Duke's collection are in Wien and in St. Petersburg. 

In 1846, Eduard Morike saw in this castle one of the most important natural historical collections in 

Europe featuring ornithologic and ethnographic artifacts from North America, which was obtained by 

the founders of the museums. This one of a kind collection was open to the public for thirty years. After 

the museum was dissolved, a big part of the collection is missing. The remaining artifacts from North 

America are one the earliest collected items of various cultures from around the world. Today, they are 

a valuable part of the British Museum in London, the Ethnologic Museum in Berlin and the Linden­

Museum in Stuttgart. 
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Notation to first picture: 

In the natural history collection of Duke Paul Wilhelm of Wurttemberg in the Mergentheim castle with 
Wilhelm Hartlaub, his sister and wife. 
(A sketch by Eduard Morike on May 22 of 1846 of the family history book. On loan by the city of Bad 
Mergentheim, Inv. No. 1454) 

Notation to second picture: 

Duke Friedrich Paul Wilhelm of Wurttemberg (Carlsruhe/Schlesien 1797-1860 Mergentheim) 
(chalk drawing of an unknown artist, on loan by the city of Bad Mergentheim, a present from Karl Fleck, 

Inv. No. 2532) 

Notation to third picture: 

Duke Paul Wilhelm of Wurttemberg with the Indians 
(the picture is probably from the first trip to America of Duke Paul Wilhelm. In the center of the 
illustration, Duke Paul is sitting in a circle with the chiefs Wakann-zie and Sa-ba-No-sche along with 

other Indians.) 
(Gouache "the camp of the Kanza at the blue river, third of July 1823", from sketches from Duke Paul of 
Wurttemberg in the German Museum of Order in Bad Mergentheim. On loan from the city of Bad 
Mergentheim, a present from Dr. Karl Stutzle, Inv. No. 2533a) 


